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Questions and Answers 

Resulting from the market consultation in de period between 15 October 2019 and               
1 November 2019 

These questions and answers relate to the amended Draft Ministerial Order for Granting of 
Offshore Wind Farm Permits for Hollandse Kust (noord) Wind Farm Site V 

 

Version 2, 17 December 2019 

Please note: In the event of any imperfections or errors or where various interpretations are possible,       
the publication in the Government Gazette takes precedence.   

 
No. Question Answer 
1 May the developer change the application 

retrospectively? 
The applicant is obliged to implement the project as stated in 
the application and RVO will enforce this, if necessary with the 
imposition of penalties. The conditions under which an 
application may be changed will be set out in the Policy Rule for 
making changes to the permit for Site V, which is yet to be 
published. 

2 Will a bank guarantee provided be considered as  
a measure to mitigate the risks entailed in the project? 

A bank guarantee will not be considered as a measure  
to mitigate the risks entailed in the project.  

3 What requirements are set for  
the wind report?  

The requirements with which the wind report must comply are 
in the Ministerial Order and on the application form. RVO will 
assess it with the assistance of external experts.  

4 Is there anything to be said in advance about the  
various ways in which projects can be financed? 

Various ways of financing the wind farm are available to 
developers. No distinction will be made between balance sheet 
financing and project financing.  

5 Does the application form for Site V also contain a 
notional date on which the permit becomes 
irrevocable?  
 

The same methodology as used for the previous tender for Sites 
III and IV for Hollandse Kust (zuid) will be applied to the 
application form for Site V. If the Ministerial Order closes on 
Thursday 30 April 2020, the notional date on which the permit 
becomes irrevocable will be set at Thursday 10 September 2020. 

6 The Ministerial Order mentions innovation in the wind 
farm or in respect of directly related resources at Site 
V. What is meant by this?  
 

All the innovation must take place at Site V. This means the 
innovation may take place both in respect of the turbines and in 
respect of resources or installations directly related to the wind 
farm (such as TenneT's platform). However, the inclusion of 
surrounding oil and gas platforms will not generate any points 
for innovation.   

7 Should the demonstration of an innovation or 
innovations be accelerated in the same way as the 
construction of the wind farm?  
 

 

The demonstration of innovations must start no later than 60 
months after the permit becomes irrevocable. This means they 
do not need to follow the wind farm's accelerated time frame. 
Since innovations may be components of the wind farm, parties 
will score points for accelerating the construction of at least 95% 
of the wind farm. 
Note: In the published Ministerial Order of 13 December 2019, 
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the word 'permit' was mistakenly replaced by ‘Wind Farm Site 
Decision’. The Ministry will correct this by means of an 
amendment on the Ministerial Order. 

8 What scope is there for innovations on TenneT's  
platform? 

Two spaces which the wind farm operator may use are available 
on the platform. Those spaces may also be used for innovation. 
However, there are some restrictions on the use of those 
spaces. For example, TenneT will not permit any innovations 
associated with hydrogen production on the platform. 

9 How long should a demonstration last? There is no maximum or minimum time frame for 
demonstrations. However, they must start no later than 60 
months after the permit becomes irrevocable.  
Note: In the published Ministerial Order of 13 December 2019, 
the word 'permit' was mistakenly replaced by ‘Wind Farm Site 
Decision’. The Ministry will correct this by means of an 
amendment on the Ministerial Order. 

10 Will an innovation receive a higher score if it has a  
greater impact on the supply profile of the wind farm 
itself? 

The assessment criterion aimed at the impact of innovations 
reads as follows: "Potential impact of the innovation for wind 
farms in the future if the innovation is made market ready". 
This, then, has to do with the impact the innovation will have on 
future wind farms and not its impact on the supply profile of the 
wind farm itself. There is no assessment criterion aimed at the 
impact on the supply profile of the wind farm itself. 

11 How should uncertainties surrounding innovations be 
dealt with?  
 

It is the applicant's responsibility to provide supporting 
arguments showing the innovation can be demonstrated in 
time. The extent to which it can plausibly be assumed the 
innovation can be demonstrated in time will be taken into 
account in the assessment.  
Example: for permits yet to be granted, it is the applicant's 
responsibility to show plausibly that they can be obtained in 
time. 

12 What action will RVO take to ensure the innovations 
are actually implemented?  

As with the other components which are taken into account in 
the ranking, RVO will take action to ensure the parties 
implement the innovations as stated in the application, if 
necessary with the imposition of penalties.  

13 What will happen in the unlikely event that an 
innovation shows poor results when demonstrated  
and cannot be used for future wind farms?  
 

The very nature of innovations means there will be no absolute 
certainty from the outset that an innovation will in fact result in 
a successful market introduction. The potential of the innovation 
will be taken into account in the assessment, but it may turn out 
better than expected or fall short of expectations during its  
subsequent implementation. The successful party will be held to 
the obligation to carry out the proposed knowledge sharing, 
even if an innovation fails. 

14 Should the additional costs incurred with the 
innovation be included in the operating model?  

Yes, the additional costs incurred with the innovation should  
also be included in the operating model.  

15 What is meant by "the innovation is made  
market ready"?  

Market ready means that an innovation is suitable for  
commercial implementation. This need not be limited to the 
Dutch market.  

16 If the innovation contributes to the net  
electricity production per year, may it be  
included, or included in part, in the P50 value  
for the net electricity production?  

If the innovation is not demonstrated in time, but  
rather is ongoing, the additional yield may be included in the 
calculation of the P50 value for the net electricity production.  
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17 Are the proposed innovations a component of the 

regulations in the permit?  
It is stated in the permit that the project must be executed in 
accordance with the application. 

18 Are innovations for which applications for additional  
subsidies need to be made, by definition, disregarded 
in the assessment?  
 

The successful tenderer may make no further use of generic 
subsidy schemes for the innovations submitted. If an applicant 
states the demonstration is dependent on a subsidy yet to be 
received, this will be considered as a negative factor when a 
score is given for this innovation, based on the "Extent to which 
it is shown plausibly that the innovation can be demonstrated  
successfully in an operational environment" assessment 
criterion.  

19 Should the items submitted explicitly include the   
communication and dissemination plan, and if so, is it 
subject to a maximum number of pages (for 
component D2)? Alternatively, may an abridged 
description of the approach be provided? 

How much information is given about the innovation itself and 
the extent to which the associated knowledge and experience is 
shared are a matter for the applicant. In total, only the first 50 
pages of the appendix concerned for component D2 go to the 
expert committee.  

20 Is the number of pages relating to the risk 
analysis (criterion e) and the measures to guarantee  
cost efficiency (criterion f) forwarded to the expert 
committee the same as in the previous tender?  
 

It will be stated in the application that the maximum number of 
pages forwarded to the expert committee for the risk analysis 
(criterion e) and measures to guarantee cost efficiency (criterion 
f) is the same as in the previous tender (50 and 100 pages 
respectively).  

21 Are internal and external sales of electricity and   
Guarantees of Origin assessed differently?  

Basically, there is no difference between internal and external 
sales. 

22 What is meant by flexibility of the  
supply profile?  
 

Flexibility of the supply profile means the extent to which the 
supply of electricity to the offshore grid over time is not directly 
dependent on the wind conditions at the time of supply.  

23 How is account taken of the connection between the 
use of innovations (component of criterion d) and the 
analysis of the risks (criterion e) and measures to 
guarantee cost efficiency (criterion f)?  

Innovations are often accompanied by risks. It is undesirable for 
the demonstration of innovations to present a risk to the wind 
farm as a whole. For that reason, the extent to which this is the 
case will be taken into account in both the assessment of the 
innovation itself (criterion d) and in the assessment of criteria e 
and f.  

24 How is account taken of the connection between the 
acceleration of the project (component of criterion d) 
and the analysis of the risks (criterion e) and measures 
to guarantee cost efficiency (criterion f)? 

The parties may gain points for an acceleration to the extent its 
achievement is plausible. The submission of a time-line 
accompanied by high risks (which have not been mitigated) will 
therefore be taken into account both for the assessment of the  
acceleration (component of criterion d) and for the assessment 
of criteria e and f. 
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